National Survey of Family Growth: design, estimation, and inference.
The purpose of this report is to document the procedures used in the 1988 National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG) to select the sample, weight the data to produce national estimates, impute missing data, and estimate sampling errors. Therefore, this report necessarily contains a great deal of technical detail. For readers who do not need this level of detail, this summary briefly describes the procedures used. The National Survey of Family Growth is conducted every few years by the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), a part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The purpose of the survey is to collect and publish data from a national sample of women on childbearing, factors affecting childbearing (such as contraception, sterilization, and infertility), and related aspects of maternal and infant health. Interviewing for Cycle IV of the survey was done in 1988 by Westat, Inc., under a contract with NCHS. Personal interviews were conducted between January and August of 1988 with a national sample of 8,450 women in the civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United States. Interviews were conducted in person by trained female interviewers and lasted an average of 70 minutes. The interview focused on the woman's pregnancies, if any; her use of contraception; her ability to bear children (fecundity and infertility); her use of medical services for family planning, infertility, and prenatal care; her marriage and cohabitation history, if any; and a wide range of demographic and economic characteristics. This report describes some of the main methodological aspects of the survey, including the sample design, weighting, sampling errors, and imputation of missing data. These topics will be described briefly and less technically in this summary. Each topic is discussed in more detail in the rest of the report.